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 Fire Forces Evacuation Of 
Millennium Hotel Downtown
(11/12/06)
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Fire Forces Evacuation At 
Westin Hotel 

Reported by: Jay Warren
Web produced by: Neil Relyea
Photographed by: Gary Hughes
First posted: 11/19/2006 11:58:12 PM

Fire investigators are trying to determine
the cause of a fire that forced the 
evacuation of several floors of the Westin 
Hotel in downtown Cincinnati Sunday.

They say a Christmas tree on the third 
floor, near the hotel's conference rooms, 
caught fire and filled the entire atrium and 
surrounding areas with smoke.

The hotel's sprinkler system put the fire out 
and no one was hurt, but according to the 
district fire chief, the lights in question 
should not have caused a fire.

"When crews first arrived, the smoke in 
this atrium was far thicker," said District 
Chief Anson Turley, "but as you can see, 
there was a lot of it."

Fire officials evacuated three to five floors 
above the fire, as well as the restaurant 
downstairs.

All told, about 100 people were evacuated.

Responding to a large building like the 
Westin Hotel is always a challenge for fire 
fighters.

"The most important thing we do besides 
saving lives is we have to find where the 
fire is," the district chief told 9News.

"When you pull up on a house fire you 
generally have a good idea exactly where 
it's located," he said. "When you pull up on 
a building this size and all you see is 
smoke -- you've got to search send teams
through the building just to find where the 
fire is --and once you locate it then you 
have to fight it."

With the sprinkler system taking care of 
the fire, the largest job for fire fighters was 
to clean up the water and clear out the 
smoke.

They should release a cause for the fire in 
a day or two.

Just last week a fire broke out in the 
Millennium Hotel downtown, also forcing 
the evacuation of both hotel guests and 
employees.

Stay with WCPO.com and WCPO-TV for 
updates. Please click "refresh" on your 
browser to view the most recent version of 
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Watch 9News at 11 for the latest local and national
news stories. Program schedule

More Local Headlines

Tuesday Evening

 • New Study Says Lanxess Is Not Related To Cancer Cases

 • Officials Say Charges Against Naked Prosecutor Will Be Refiled

 • NB 71/75 Closed In Fort Mitchell

 • Police: Kidnapping Accusations Are Unfounded

 • Jean Schmidt Declared Winner Of 2nd Congressional District Seat

Tuesday Afternoon

 • Local Company Sued For Scamming Ohioans

 • Tattoo May Have Caused Mother's Death

 • House Engulfed In Flames In New Miami

 • Two Alarms Called For North College Hill Fire

 • No Charges For Man Who Ran Over And Killed Robbery Suspect

 • Boyfriend Charged In Death Of Kenton Co Baby

 • Charges Against "Naked Prosecutor" Dropped

 • Coca-Cola Plant Evacuated

 • Police Asking For Help Locating Missing Woman

 • Paramount's Kings Island Wins Awards

 • Columbia Twp. Dollar General Robbed

 • Duke Admits Causing October 26th Power Surge

 • Man Accused Of Killing Mom Still Incompetent

 • Man Attacks, Robs Good Samaritans

 • Kentucky Speedway President Pleads Guilty To Drunk Driving

 • Truck Loses Load At Cut In The Hill

 • Tri-State Marine Killed In Action

Tuesday Morning
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 • 6 Year Old Hit By A Car

 • Colerain HS Teacher Gets 4 Years For Sex With Student

 • Kidnapping And Rape Suspect Due In Court Today

 • Comair Pilots Back On The Picket Line

Monday Night

 • Students: UC Not Speaking Out Against Racial Intolerance

 • Nordstrom Deal A Long Time Coming

 • Suspect Arrested In Kennedy Hts. Fatal Shooting

 • Reports Of Teen Sex Offenses Increase In Butler Co.

 • New Report Released On Butler Co. Children Services

 • Pro Seniors Offers Free Seminar On Medicare Part D

 • Firefighters Investigate 2nd Fire At Westin Hotel

 • Man Forfeits Truck After 13th DUI

 • Person Of Interest Commits Suicide After Bank Robbery

 • McAlister's Deli Donates $3,500 To Crime Stoppers

 • Dollar General Store Robbed At Gunpoint

 • Clermont Co. Sheriff's Dept. Warns Of Check Scam

 • Mason Sports Complex Expected To Meet Demand

 • Boys Face Charges After Snakes Stolen

 • Yahoo! To Partner With Hometown Newspapers

Monday Evening

 • Cincinnati Reds Sign Two, Trade One

 • Still No Official Winner In Schmidt vs. Wulsin Race

 • Mt Healthy Students Build Bridge Out Of Toothpicks

 • People Wanted For Back Child Support Caught

 • Mother Attacked In Florence Mall Parking Lot

 • Nordstrom Coming To Cincinnati

Monday Afternoon

 • Illegal Gambling Suspect In Court

 • Suspect From Fatal Weekend Shooting Still On The Loose

 • Tom Noe To Spend Two Decades In Prison

 • CPD District 5 To Host Safety Summit Tonight

 • Crash In Fairfield Splits Car In Half

 • Mayor Mallory To Address Council With Budget Proposals

Monday Morning

 • Suspect Accused Of Raping Teen Boys Indicted On 20 Counts

 • Freestore Foodbank Distributes Thanksgiving Food To Needy

 • Drunk Driver Hits Police Cruiser

Looking for a previous day's local story? Click here for our archives.
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